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Abstract: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk195712555]Problem to deal with: The design and writing of term papers have become an indispensable and challenging requirement for university students. Specifically, third-year students of the degree course English Language with A Second Foreign Language at the Universidad Central "Marta Abreu" de Las Villas (UCLV) should submit and discuss a term paper as part of the subject Investigación. However, they often exhibit some inconsistencies in organizing ideas and applying writing rules when writing the Methodology section of their term papers.
· Aims: To design a model describing the rhetorical moves and some common phrases used in the Methodology section of term papers for English Language students at UCLV.
· Methodology: The model design comprised four stages: (1) corpus compilation, 20 Methodology sections of term papers originally written in English were collected; (2) corpus tagging, texts were manually analyzed under specialists’ supervision to identify moves and steps of Methodology section; (3) corpus processing by using Lancsbox, a linguistic software, to examine linguistic features; and (4) move analysis, taking Lim`s (2006) model as analytical framework. 
· Results and Discussion: The analysis of 20 Methodology sections revealed a lack of organization in the current move structure of this section in term papers. Meanwhile, additional moves and steps were identified, suggesting unique characteristics specific to the Methodology section of term papers. 
· Conclusions: The authors hope that the designed model could guide English Language students at UCLV in effectively writing the Methodology section of term papers. 
Resumen: 
· Problemática: La elaboración y redacción de trabajos de curso se han convertido en un requisito indispensable y desafiante para los estudiantes universitarios. En particular, los estudiantes de tercer año de la licenciatura en Lengua Inglesa con Segunda Lengua Extranjera en la Universidad Central "Marta Abreu" de Las Villas (UCLV) deben presentar y discutir un trabajo de curso como parte de la asignatura Investigación. Sin embargo, a menudo muestran inconsistencias en la organización de ideas y la aplicación de reglas de redacción al escribir la sección Metodología de sus trabajos de curso.
· Objetivo(s): Diseñar un modelo que describa las movidas retóricas y frases comunes utilizadas en la sección Metodología de los trabajos de curso para estudiantes de Lengua Inglesa en la UCLV.
· Metodología: El diseño del modelo comprendió cuatro etapas: (1) recopilación del corpus: Se recopilaron 20 secciones Metodología de trabajos de curso escritos originalmente en inglés; (2) etiquetado del corpus: Los textos fueron analizados manualmente bajo la supervisión de especialistas para identificar las movidas y pasos de la sección Metodología; (3) procesamiento del corpus: Se utilizó Lancsbox, un software lingüístico, para examinar características lingüísticas; (4) Análisis de las movidas: Se utilizó el modelo de Lim (2006) como marco analítico.
· Resultados y discusión: El análisis de las 20 secciones Metodología reveló una falta de organización en la estructura actual de movidas dentro de esta sección en los trabajos de curso. Además, se identificaron movidas y pasos adicionales, lo que sugiere características únicas específicas de la sección Metodología en estos trabajos.
· Conclusiones: Se espera que el modelo diseñado sirva de guía para que los estudiantes de Lengua Inglesa en UCLV redacten de manera efectiva la sección Metodología de sus trabajos de curso.
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1. Introduction 
At the tertiary level, writing is considered one of the most challenging skills to develop, especially for students learning English as a foreign language who may not be familiar with English writing structures and conventions. 
According to Mintz (2021), writing involves not only expressing pre-existing thoughts clearly, but also producing and refining ideas (Mintz, 2021). In a broader perspective, writing is considered the foundation for every medium in academic or professional environments (Ramos, 2022). 
Precisely, academic writing is a formal style of writing that minimizes emotion and dramatic emphasis to focus on evidence (The University of Sydney, 2024). In the words of Fang (2024), academic writing communicates ideas, information, and research to the wider academic community; however, these ideas must be carefully elaborated, well-supported, logically sequenced, rigorously reasoned, and cohesively presented (Fang, 2024).  
One major challenge faced by higher education students is producing a term paper at the end of a semester, which assesses their knowledge and skills. A term paper is ideally a well-researched, well-written academic text that features a critical analysis and interpretation of a selected subject matter (Friedrich-Schiller-Uiversitat Jena , s.f.). Typically, term papers include an abstract, introduction, methods, result and discussion, conclusion, and recommendations (Paltridge, 2002). While the Introduction and Abstract sections have been carefully considered, the Methodology section requires further research (An-Nashir et al., 2023).  
Particularly, the Methodology section of term papers is both “the collection of methods or rules” and the “principles, theories, and values” that support the research approach, serving as the study’s blueprint (Murthy & Bhojanna, 2009).
Third-year students of the degree course English Language with A Second Foreign Language at the Universidad Central "Marta Abreu" de Las Villas (UCLV) should submit and discuss a term paper as part of the subject Investigación. However, they often struggle with the rhetorical moves and phrases characterizing the Methodology section of their term papers.  
In this paper, the authors report a study aimed at designing a model describing the rhetorical moves and phrases used in the Methodology section of term papers for third-year students of the aforementioned degree course.
2. Methodology 
The research adopted a mixed-method approach, integrating both quantitative and qualitative methods. This flexible method offers a broader understanding of complex research problems than either approach alone (Creswell, 2018).
The research herein presented was conducted at Universidad Central “Marta Abreu” de Las Villas, School of Humanities, English Language with A Second Foreign Language Degree Course. The whole research process consisted of three (3) main stages: 
First stage: A bibliographic review to establish the theoretical framework and systematize core concepts related to the research topic such as writing, academic writing, genre and genre analysis, term paper as a genre, the Methodology section of term papers as a subgenre, rhetorical moves, corpus, and corpus linguistic as a methodology for genre analysis. 
Second stage:  A diagnosis of the current situation concerning the use of rhetorical moves and phrases characterizing the Methodology section of term papers in the aforementioned degree course.
Third stage: The design of a model describing the rhetorical moves and most recurrent phrases characterizing the Methodology section of term papers for third-year students of this degree course. 
In the present study, the following methods were applied: 
Theoretical methods: historical and logical, analysis and synthesis, induction and deduction, structural and systemic. 
Empirical methods: 
Document analysis: to assess the current situation of rhetorical moves in the curriculum of the degree course.   
Content analysis: to identify the moves and phrases of this section in term papers. 
Corpus linguistics: to determine the moves and phrases included in the model that was designed and proposed. 
Questionnaires: A questionnaire to determine students’ perceptions about designing and writing the Methodology section of term papers. A similar questionnaire to determine professors’ perspectives on the issue.
Statistical and mathematical methods: percentage analysis for processing the data obtained from the questionnaires and the corpus analysis. 
[bookmark: _Hlk209817255]The sample included Methodology sections from twenty term papers written in English by third-year students of the aforementioned course between 2019 and 2024. Moreover, twenty students (13 from third-year and 7 from fourth-year) and ten professors of the English Language Department were part of the sample. The following criteria guided the selection: 
For the corpus: 
Text type: term papers
Date of publication: term papers presented from 2019 to 2024
Size: a corpus of 20 Methodology section of term papers
Authorship: all texts were written by third-year students of the English Language with A Second Foreign Language Degree Course at UCLV
Language: all texts were written in English 
Transmission mode: written transformed into .txt format.
For students: 
Academic year: third-year students because they are required to write and discuss a term paper as part of the subject Investigación, while fourth-year students were also included for their prior experience with this academic requirement. 
Willingness: all students were willing to collaborate, recognizing the potential benefits of the proposed model for enhancing students’ academic writing skills.
For professors: 
Academic and scientific degree of professors: professors who have published scientific articles in English as authors and as co-authors. Most of them hold scientific degrees of PhD or MSc, and academic degrees of assistant professor, associate professor or full professor. 
Willingness: all professors included in the sample were willing to collaborate.
3. Results and Discussion 
In the diagnosis phase, twenty students (13 from third-year and 7 from fourth-year) of the aforementioned course completed a questionnaire through Google Forms to explore their perceptions about designing and writing the Methodology section of term papers. The results from the questionnaire are given below: 
· 60% evaluated the process of writing the Methodology section as “Very important”.  
· 60 % were familiar with the structure/organization of ideas in this section. 
· 40% and 45% rated its writing complexity at levels 3 and 4, respectively. 
· 70% received some classroom instruction on the structure, though it was considered brief.  
· All students agreed that a model describing the structure and phrases of this section would save time and provide clear guidance. 
A similar questionnaire was administered, via Google Forms, to ten (10) professors of the English Language Department, School of Humanities to gather their views on students’ use of structure and phrases in the Methodology section of their term papers. The overall results are discussed below: 
· 30% selected the level 4 of complexity for writing this section. 
· 80% considered writing this section “Very important”.
· 100% observed students struggling with organizing ideas and common phrases of this section. 
· All professors agreed that a model describing the structure and phrases for this section would benefit students by improving vocabulary, grammar, coherence, and organization.
These findings reveal that although writing the Methodology section is crucial, students often grapple with its structure and common phrases. As a result, the authors of this study found highly necessary the creation of a model describing the rhetorical composition and common phrases of this section. 
The model design consisted of four core stages: (1) corpus compilation, (2) corpus tagging, (3) corpus processing, and (4) move analysis of the Methodology section of third-year term papers. These stages are explained in depth below. 
Corpus compilation 
The corpus contains the second chapter of term papers, integrating both Methodology and Results, as third-year term papers at UCLV are usually structured into two chapters (Chapter I: Theoretical Framework and Chapter II Methodology and Data Analysis). It consisted of 67,187 words, obtained from twenty (20) term papers originally authored in English by non-native English Language students, with submission dates ranging from 2019 to 2024. Once the corpus was compiled, all pdf documents were converted into .txt format for the processing stage.
Corpus tagging
[bookmark: _Hlk209818355][bookmark: _Hlk209818407]The authors opted for Lim’s (2006) model for its three essential moves in the Methodology section. After exhaustive search for digital tools to identify moves and steps in this section, none met the study’s needs. As a result, corpus tagging was conducted manually. Furthermore, following Bathia’s (1993) genre analysis model, specially step 7, which suggests consulting a specialist to supervise the findings (Bathia, 1993), the results were reviewed and validated by Dr. Darlén Méndez Lloret, Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences at UCLV. 
Corpus processing
[bookmark: _Hlk209818437]The selected corpus was converted into .txt format for analysis with AntConc 4.3.1. Documents were assigned a specific name (M1, M2…M20). Using the KWIC (Key Word in Context) tool, a concordance list was generated for selected terms such as “CHAPTER”, “RESEARCH”, “CONTEXT”, “APPROACH”. 
Move analysis of the Methodology section in term papers
[bookmark: _Hlk209818763]The analysis revealed that term papers not only incorporate the three moves outlined by Lim (2006): describing data analysis procedure (s), delineating procedure (s) for measuring variables, and elucidating data analysis procedure (s), but also other additional moves. The identified moves and steps were refined to improve clarity and two additional moves were added: Move 1 (Introducing the chapter) and Move 5 (Concluding the chapter). The table below shows the five-move model proposed by the authors of the study herein presented. 
	Moves
	Purposes
	Steps
	Linguistic devices

	Move 1: Introducing the chapter 
	This move gives an overview of the elements that will be discussed in the chapter
	
	“This chapter describes the research process carried out to fulfill the aim of the study…”

	Move 2:  Describing data collection procedure (s)
	In this move, the authors define the context of the study, describe the sample chosen, its size, characteristics, and the criteria followed to choose it.
	Step 1: Describing the sample
(a) Describing the location of the sample
	[bookmark: 6]“The research herein presented was carried out at…”


	
	
	(b) Describing the size of the sample/population
	“The sample is composed by…”

	
	
	(c) Describing the sampling technique or criterion
	“Some criteria were taken into account for choosing the sample…”

	Move 3: Delineating procedure (s) for measuring variables 
	In this section, researchers explain the research approach, the stages and methods employed to conduct the study
	Step 1: Presenting an overview of the design.
(a) Explaining the research approach
	“The methodology of the present research held to a X approach.”

	
	
	(b) Describing the stages of the research
	“The research was divided into X main stages.”

	
	
	Step 2: Explaining method/s of measuring variables.
	“In this research, the following methods were applied…”

	
	
	(a) Specifying items in questionnaires/databases
	“The interview used with the professors consisted of X questions…”

	
	
	(b) Describing methods of measuring variables
	“The X tool was employed to identify…”

	Move 4: Presenting the results
	The results obtained from the methods applied (surveys, interviews, etc.) are discussed 
	Step 1 Previewing results 

	“It is clear, after evaluating the results of X that…”


	Move 5: Concluding the chapter
	The conclusions summarize the elements discussed in the chapter. 
	
	[bookmark: 7]“This chapter provided an overview of the research methodology, context, and stages of the research.”



4. Conclusions 
In the present paper, the authors have recounted a study conducted at Universidad Central “Marta Abreu” de Las Villas (UCLV) with third-year students of the English Language with A Second Foreign Language Degree Course. The main purpose was the creation of a model describing the rhetorical moves and phrases characterizing the Methodology section of term papers. The methodology implemented adopted a mixed-method approach, combining both quantitative and qualitative methods. The proposed model is composed by five core moves: (1) Introducing the chapter, (2) Describing data analysis procedure (s), (3) Delineating procedure (s) for measuring variables, (4) Elucidating data analysis procedure (s), and (5) Concluding the chapter. Despite some study’s limitations such as the sample size and the lack of accurate digital tools, the provided model could significantly improve the academic writing process of the Methodology section of term papers.  
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